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                                                                  Autumn Gold 2012 by Andrew Innes  

Thanksgiving 2018 

Now thank we al l  our God,   

With heart  and hands and voices ,  

Who wondrous  things  hath done,   

In whom thi s  wor ld re joices .  

 



St. Mary Magdalene Milestones 

Baptisms 
    Jackson Edward Partridge 

     Evelyn Faye Partridge 

Birthdays 
      Gerry Wheeler – 99 years 

      George Wright – 98 years 

  
 

Anniversaries 
   Harold & Barbara Mowbray – 60 years 

   Herb & Shirley Stone – 50 years 

  Jim & Sandi Macgregor – 50 years 

  Jay Crockford & Kathy Condie – 30 years  

 

Weddings - Ted Foster and Cindy Snider 
                                                

Passings 
      Lynn Byers                    Sheila Gribble            
      Doreen Hepburn          Phyllis May Martin 
 

St. Mary Magdalene Anglican Church 
Contact Information 

Archdeacon Charles Morris, Rector   613-503-0199 
Email: charlesmorris78@gmail.com 

 

The Rev. Fran Langlois, Parish Deacon   613-476-7988   
Email: flanglois@ontario.anglican.ca 

 

  St. Mary Magdalene Anglican Church 

335 Main Street   Picton, ON   K0K 2T0 

Telephone: 613-476-3303 

Email: stmmpicton@gmail.com   Website: stmmpicton.ca 

 

A very special birthday for 
George Wright shown here 
with his daughter, Marilyn. 

Gerry Wheeler Celebrating 

mailto:78@gmail.com
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Rector’s Message          

In place after place our scriptures 
remind us that everything is a gift. We 
didn’t do anything to make the world: it 
was here long before any of us, and it 
was provided for us as a gift. We had 
nothing to do with our own lives coming 
into being: our very lives have been 
given to us as a gift. None of us created 
the resources we have used to build our lives and make our 
livings: they have all been provided for us as a gift. And even 
when we go wrong and fail to live up to our best selves, we 
have been given the gift of Jesus who leads us back into 
fellowship with God and with each other. 

And, of course, the proper thing to do when you receive a gift 
is to say “thank you.” That’s the real, authentic, human 
response that, if we don’t learn to crush it, just wells up inside 
us and bubbles out when we look around us and appreciate 
just how incredible is this life we have received as a gift, even 
the parts that don’t go the way we expected or wished. 

The autumn season and Thanksgiving holiday prompt me to 
say “thank you” for the blessing of good and abundant food, 
for the gift of family and friends to share it, and for the beautiful 
place which is Prince Edward County where we live. I am 
especially thankful for the busy community of St. Mary 
Magdalene: there is plenty happening this autumn season, 
and I am very thankful to be part of it. 

I look forward to 
joining with you 
for worship this 
Thanksgiving.  

 

Yours faithfully,                                        

Charles                                     

                                                                                      ‘A Fine November Day’ by Andrew Innes 



Parishioner Profile 

                                     Andrew Innes, Artist 

The cover of this edition of The Vine 

features a work by Andrew Innes, a 

member of our St. Mary Magdalene parish, 

the title of which is “Autumn Gold, 2012” 

Andrew’s “A Fine November Day” 

accompanying the Rector’s Message was 

painted on County Road 5 at Yerexville. 

Andrew was born in Jamaica and spent the first 12 years of his life 

there until moving to England to attend school. Upon completion of 

his education, he moved to Canada to pursue his career as a 

Chartered Accountant; he worked as a CA for thirty years but was 

painting in his spare time.  After a long career, Andrew retired at the 

age of 53 and was able to devote time to his love of painting. 

Andrew refers to himself as primarily a landscape painter and 

believes that painting is a form of worship and that it allows him give 

back to the creator what the creator has given.  “I cannot, not paint 

and it nourishes my soul.”  

Andrew and his spouse, Don Watson, arrived in the County in 2007 

from Toronto.  Within a few weeks of arrival, they joined St Mary 

Magdalene Church and both continue to be active members of the 

congregation.  Andrew has been a Deputy Warden and Chair of 

Parish Council. Currently, he leads the Tuesday Meditation Group, 

an offshoot of the Art and Spirituality series “With Eyes of the Heart” 

which he conceived and organized.  

Most recently Andrew was awarded one of the five Jurors’ Awards 

at the 25th Anniversary edition of Art in the County for his work 

"Dahlias at Dawn, La Malbaie”. 

Andrew’s work can be seen at Mad Dog Gallery, 525 County Road 

11 in Picton, or by visiting his website at www.andrewinnes.com. 

 

 
We have different gifts, 

according to the grace given to each of us. 
                                                                                        Romans 12:6 

http://www.andrewinnes.com/


Thank you to … 

… Michael and Pauline Smith for their dedication in producing The 

Vine Newsletter for over nine years. 

With Pauline as Editor and Michael as 

Production Manager, they were a 

faithful and effective team.  Modestly, 

they give credit to our Rector, parish 

photographers, and parishioners for 

assisting them in the creation of an 

attractive and informative publication. 

… Jim and Sharon Crowells who so 

graciously provide the treats for our 

fellowship time following the 9 a.m. 

Sunday service. 

… Karen Tiller for her work as Parish 

Treasurer, a role she took on last November, not 

knowing that only months later life would take 

her away from the County. Karen is shown here 

at her farewell and thank you event with Warden 

John Clarke and Rector Charles.  Best wishes 

to Karen! 

… Art Hewer, a parishioner and Parish 

Treasurer at St. Andrew’s Anglican Church in 

Wellington, for taking over Karen’s duties as 

Treasurer here at St. Mary Magdalene. The 

congregation welcomes you aboard, Art!        

 

… Charles and Joan who invited the parish 

into their home and garden for what they like 

to call “Open House at the Vicarage.” More 

than 70 people came, and the beautiful June 

weather and lovely refreshments provided 

opportunity to visit inside and out. The Open 

House has become an anticipated part of our parish life, so if you 

missed it this year, the opportunity will come around again. 



The Prayers of the People 

Each Sunday an important element of the service is The 
Prayers of People. Those who wish to participate in this ministry 
are provided with orientation by our Rector Charles, and then are 
scheduled on the monthly Rota. Each person leading the prayers 
brings their own experience and approach, and within the 
guidelines provided by Charles, are free to decide how they will 
offer the prayers. As their turn comes up they receive materials from 
the church office. Each week we use a list provided by the Anglican 
Church to pray for a different diocese somewhere in the world, a list 
to pray for a different parish in our diocese, and the office maintains 
a list of churches in the County to pray for each week. We also pray 
for everyone on our parish list (including some folks who have 
moved away but are still in contact), five names each week. 

An important expression of our care for one another is to remember 
those who have asked for prayer, often for someone who is very 
sick. There is a binder at the back of the church where names are 
entered, or prayer requests can be mentioned to one of the clergy. 
We pray for each name for up to four Sundays. For those being kept 
in our prayers for a longer period, Penny maintains the list in the 
office and we pray for five names each week. 

The prayer leader also includes prayer for situations in our 
community and in the news.  As we offer these prayers we are not 
trying to change God’s mind, nor are we presuming to say what God 
should do. We focus on God’s reconciling, transforming, and 
healing love, and as a community bring our concerns and hopes to 
God, confident that God cares and will influence us and others to 
fulfill his purposes. 

 

  Parish History Note  

Thanksgiving for the Blessing of the Harvest Service was 
observed on Sunday, October 2nd (1949).  The church was 
decorated with fruit of all kinds, vegetables and grain.  Bunches of 
grain, some oats, some wheat, some rye, were tied to each pew.  
Autumn flowers were in baskets on either side of the chancel 
steps. Gladioli were on the high altar, and salvia on the chapel 
altar.  Ears of corn and blue grapes hung from the rood screen, 
while vegetables were placed on the windows. “The church 
impressed one of the bounty of the Harvest,” reported the Picton 
Times. (from A Goodly Heritage by Alan R. Capon) 

 



Beach Towels, Babies and Beyond 

Babies and Beyond is a program that 
supports and focuses on families/parents 
under the age of 21 years.  It is offered at The 
HUB’s Ontario Early Years Centre here in 
Picton. This summer the group headed to 
Picton’s new Splash Pad one morning a week 
for some fun in the sun. Our congregation 
generously supported this endeavour by 
donating 42 brightly coloured beach towels and 
a dozen packages of Huggies Little Swimmers 
to the moms and tots at “Babies and Beyond”.  

  

We received a thank-you note from 
Sabrina Hudson, the Babies and Beyond 
Coordinator. Sabrina writes: “I have 
given out some of your beautiful towels 
and swim diapers and the moms have 
been so appreciative to receive them.  Our 
little ones look so sweet bundled up in 
beautiful towels donated by families that 
care for them so much!  Amazing how 
kind and generous your community has 
been  ”  

On August 21st, Joan was invited to visit the Babies and Beyond 
group at the Splash Pad. Unfortunately the weather didn’t cooperate 

so we met at the Rick Hotson 
Centre where the play group 
regularly gathers. The little 
ones and their moms have 
had a wonderful time this 
summer keeping cool by 
getting wet and then hanging 
out to dry at Picton’s fun-filled 
Splash Pad! 

Photo: L to R: Sabrina Hudson, Babies and Beyond Coordinator, Joan McBride, 
Kaius and his mum, Anika, Addison and her mum, Katie 

 

Joan McBride 



St. Mary Magdalene is …            

 

MUSIC 

 MUSIC 

  MUSIC                  
               

       

 
        

      
        

                           

 

 

Our church is a celebrated 
Community Hub for cultural 
events. The sanctuary is blessed 
with exceptional acoustics and 
the church is a favoured venue 
for concert series and musical 
performances. Stage lighting, a 
sound system and projection 
screens enhance the space. Our 
1914 Casavant pipe organ and 
2013 Yamaha C7 Grand Piano 
are valued by the congregation, 
performers and audiences alike. 



… a Community Cultural Hub 

    

      

 

 
 

 

 

 

More Musical Events … 
Sunday, September 30, 7:00 p.m. Community Hymn Sing 

Sunday, November 11, 7:00 p.m.  Annual Jazz Vespers 

 

Photos, clockwise on two pages from photo below: 

Jazz Mass under the direction of Brian Barlow; Chamber Choir 

Concert under the direction of Michael Goodwin; Summer Noon 

Concert Series; Shout Sister Choir Concert directed by Georgette Fry; 

PEC Chamber Music Festival opening concert with New Orford String 

Quartet (composer John Burge) in memory of Sheila Gribble; Music at 

Port Milford Student Concert; Summer Noon Concert Series; PEC 

Chamber Music Festival Student Concert; Port Milford Chamber 

Players. 

 



It’s the Little Things 

About 3 years ago I started working at St, Mary Magdalene 
Church as your Parish Secretary. Sitting in the seat of “secretary” 
one gets to know so many people of the parish on different levels, 
and I get to see the leadership and care that go into the daily 
management of a church. We are fortunate at St. Mary Magdalene 
Church to have so many people who truly care for their church and 
for each other. Many of you only see those on a Sunday or at 
various events and meetings, but I witness “the little things” also 
during the week. 

I see John Hughes watering plants and painting trim around the 
church. I see Herb Stone meticulously polishing and staining doors 
and floors. I see Loraine Gilbert sharpening pencils and filling up 
little pill containers with Fishermen’s Friends for the choir. I see 
David Gilbert making extra name tags and putting up posters 
around town for each event. I see Altar Guild members arrange 
flowers, polish silver, wash kitchen towels and provide fresh cream 
in the fridge, all beyond their regular duties. Along with John Brett, 
I enjoy the coffee that Charles brews every morning. Where would 
we be without the dedication of our Wardens – as well as our 
construction team, Brian Pinkerton, Michael Smith and our 
painter David Gilbert? 

I get to see those who arrive for 
quiet prayer in the mornings 
when the sun is shining 
through the doors at the back 
of the church, and to hear the 
wonderful music during the 
many rehearsals. I get to bring 
my dog Kurt to work with me 
because of your gentle love 
and kind accommodation. I 
certainly appreciate the kind 
notes left on my desk on a 
Tuesday morning.  

I’m the luckiest secretary in the world and am grateful for all the little 
things that each and every one of you do for the church and for each 
other. 

Thank you, xo, Penny  



Food for Souls and Bodies       
This fall we are starting a new initiative: Food 
for Souls & Bodies. It’s a fun gathering in the 
Parish Hall on the 4th Tuesday of each month, 
to share in creative crafts, stories, songs, and 
a meal. It will have something for everyone: 
singles, families, ages 0 to 99! And it’s free! 

We are aiming for these to be intergenerational events with an 
emphasis on the needs and interests of younger families. We will 
use the wonderful tools of creativity and food to provide the 
opportunity for people to come closer to God and to each other. 

Each event begins at 5:00 p.m. with creative crafts. Some will be 
simple for younger hands, others more challenging and engaging. 
After about an hour we will move into song and story, sharing 
stories of Jesus in a way that is accessible but not dumbed down, 
and comprehensive but not overwhelming. We will finish up by 
sharing a meal together. 

A solid core team of people led by our Rector, Charles Morris, have 
accepted the challenge to support this initiative, and some 
generous contributions have provided the funding. You are very 
welcome to join the Food for Souls & Bodies events, and to 
spread the word around your neighbors. For more information 
please speak to Charles. 

 

Support for Quinte Youth Unlimited 
On Sunday, May 27th, Josh Elliott was 

pleased to receive a cheque from the St. 

Mary Magdalene congregation to support 

the work of Quinte Youth Unlimited in our 

local High School. Under the auspices of 

Youth Unlimited, Josh works in the County 

and especially at PECI to help teens learn 

to deal with peer and societal pressure in 

this ever changing world. Their vision is to 

see Prince Edward County teens transformed by the Spirit of Jesus 

and committed to serving the community. Josh expressed heartfelt 

thanks on behalf of the members of his committee. Photo: Josh with 

Rector Charles Morris, Wardens John Clarke and Janet Howes.   



Malcolm’s European Musical Memories 

In early July, I left on a redeye flight from Toronto to Budapest with 
22 other young singers of the Hastings and Prince Edward Regional 
Chorus for the choir’s thirteenth European tour, and my second. 
Over the next two weeks I got to see Budapest, Prague, Vienna, 
and Salzburg, passing through five countries and singing through 
ten concerts along the way. Getting on that plane was both an 
exciting and anxiety-relieving experience - the cutting of all our 
funding from the local school boards caused doubt about the 2018 
tour and resulted in many fundraising activities -- but the thrill of 
adventure would soon be surpassed by a multitude of great 
experiences and unique memories.  
 

My favorite place was the Institute of Musicology in old Buda, where 
we had our first concert, a truly amazing place with alumni including 
Hungarian musical heroes Zoltan Kodaly and Bela Bartok and a 
collection of some 600,000 folk songs. It was an awesome place. 
 

We passed through Prague, Vienna, and Salzburg. Each of these 
cities had so much to offer in terms of performance venues, but one 
really stood out. The acoustic of St. Nicholas’ Cathedral in Prague 
was amazing to hear-- and not only as a performer but as a listener. 
Vienna was wonderful, as always, but billeting in Salzburg was my 
favorite Austrian experience. Staying with a local family, I gained 
the freedom to wander, the comfort of a home-cooked meal and the 
rare feeling that I wasn’t a typical box-ticking tourist. The mountains 
were absolutely surreal, and I left Salzburg inspired. After seeing 
the little house where the young Mozart lived I realized that even 
the greatest composers, now immortalized by their music came 
from the same place as everyone else.  
 

I don’t know what to offer other than a 
huge thank you to the people of St. Mary 
Magdalene and the Prince Edward 
County Chamber Choir for making this trip 
possible (Photo shows Michael Goodwin 
director of the Chamber Choir presenting 
a cheque to Malcolm). It was a truly great 
experience, and one that I might not have 
been able to have without your help. 
 
Malcolm Ross 



Strawberry Social 

We were pleased to receive many 

compliments for our Strawberry 

Tea on Saturday, June 23rd. We 

raised $1428!  We want to thank 

everyone who participated in its 

success – those who picked and  donated or 

purchased strawberries, cleaned and hulled 

them, set up tables, donated food and money, 

prepared the tea plates, brewed tea and 

coffee, served the guests, washed dishes, the 

cashier and, of course, all the guests who 

attended. Our sincere thanks to all.  

Nell, Helen and Pauline 

Open Doors 2018 

Open Doors, originally begun by Sheila Gribble, has been a special 

project of St. Mary Magdalene for 18 years.  People visit for many 

reasons: curiosity to see inside the church, a connection through 

family or earlier days, and reflection or prayer. They ask questions 

such as when the church was built, the stained glass windows, the 

1914 Casavant organ. They often offer information about where 

they are from, what church they attend and more. 

We created a colourful, informative brochure that 

includes our times of worship, contact information, a 

history of St. Mary Magdalene and our memorial 

stained glass windows. 

Attendance this year followed a pattern of some 

days, few visitors and other days, a steady flow. We continue to try 

different ways to increase the number of visitors; however, we 

realize we are in competition with wine, sun, sand and theatre! 

I thank all the volunteers for their time and support of our special 

ministry. Much appreciated!   

John Hopper     



Giving to our Community   

John Hughes jokingly admits that his singing voice isn’t up to 

St. Mary Magdalene Choir standards. ‘So, they gave me this job 

instead’, he quips. For the past 12 years, John has faithfully 

delivered our congregation’s monthly contributions to the Food 

Bank located in Picton United Church.  Not only does this important 

outreach program involve time, but also 

physical effort.  Recently, donations filled 

three large boxes, each weighing 40 to 50 

pounds, as well as six grocery bags 

brimming with non-perishable food items, 

baby food, household necessities such 

as toliet paper, and even pet food. John 

plans to continue this mission as long as 

he can, saying, ‘Many people don’t 

realize how much need there actually is 

in our community.’ 

 

A number of years ago, one of our long time parishioners, Marjorie 
Pearsall, expressed concern about children going to school without 
breakfast or lunch.  At her urging, the congregation began bringing 
food to the church to help fill this gap.  The need has grown and 
many in Prince Edward County find it difficult to provide adequate 
food for their families without the support of local food banks. 
 
As part of our Outreach Program, we 
have designated the first Sunday of 
each month as “Food Bank Sunday”. 
We collect non-perishable food items, 
toiletries and pet food; they are placed 
in the ‘food wagon’ at the rear of the 
Church. Along with the offering, 
Charles blesses the donations, and 
during the week, John Hughes transports them to the Picton Food 
Bank, and unloads them with help from Ron Howes.  

Thank you to everyone who participates in this important 
community outreach program. 
 

Background information from Nell Kottick 



Coming Events @  

Saturday, November 3, 11 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. We herald the festive 

season with our annual Christmas Tea and Bake Sale.  Bring 

friends and family to enjoy a delicious tea, then shop to stock your 

freezer and check off your gift list at this popular event. 

Sunday, November 11 – Again this year St Mary Magdalene 
Church is teaming up with well-known County Jazz Drummer Brian 
Barlow to offer Jazz Vespers on Remembrance Day, November 
11th. This year Remembrance Day falls on a Sunday, so for the 
morning we are planning to have only the early service at 9:00 on 
November 11th. That will allow us to participate in the community 
observances at Picton United Church and at the Cenotaph.  These 
will be especially poignant this year: not only does Remembrance 
Day fall on a Sunday, it is the 100th anniversary of the Armistice. 
Later in the day we will participate in a nation-wide act of 
remembrance by ringing our church bell 100 times at sunset (4:46 
in the afternoon). Finally, featuring poetry, prose and music, the 
7:00 p.m. Jazz Vespers service will be the perfect conclusion to 
Remembrance Day observances.  

Sunday, December 9 and 16, 4 p.m. – We are once again offering 

Christmas Stories Songs and Cookies. Joan McBride developed 

this format a few years ago to offer a very accessible, no-church-

experience-required event that families with young children could 

be invited to. The response has grown each year, and we are 

hoping this year will be the best yet. Plans are still in the works, and 

are expected to include readings from A Charlie Brown Christmas 

and The Polar Express. Mark your calendars for 4 p.m. on those 

two afternoons and spread the word to any young families you have 

contact with. Special Christmas-theme stories and singing, ending 

with cookie decorating and eating: what could be better? 

Fall Bible Study - If you would like some help exploring the 
scriptures, the Fall Bible Study provides just that on Wednesdays 
at 10:30 a.m., following the mid-week Eucharist. Gathering at the 
back of the church with our Rector Charles, we discuss the scripture 
readings for the following Sunday. With a flexible format, and lots of 
opportunity to decide which reading to focus on, discuss, and look 
up details, we raise questions, share perspectives, and delve into 
the stories in a friendly, informative group.  



Worship Services 
 Sunday 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. 

 Tuesday  3:30 p.m., Meditation and Silent Prayer 

Wednesday 10:00 a.m., followed by Fall Bible Study 

November 11 – Only one service at 9:00 a.m.  

December 2 – First Sunday of Advent 

 

Upcoming Events 

October 23 – 5:00 - 7:00 – Food for Souls and Bodies 

November 3 – Christmas Tea, Bake Sale and more 

November 11 – 7:00 p.m. Jazz Vespers 

November 27 – 5:00 - 7:00 – Food for Souls and Bodies 

            December 9 & 16 – 4:00 p.m. Christmas Stories, Songs &  

Cookies 

 

Men’s Breakfast: 8:00 a.m. last Friday of the month 

Magdalenas’ Potluck Lunch: Parish women meet at  

12 noon in Parish Hall for a potluck lunch, last  

Friday of the month. 

 Food Bank Sunday: First Sunday of the month; non- 

perishable food items including pet food, and/or  

toiletries 

 

 

The Vine Newsletter 
Editor: Maxine Tiller    

613-645-2047   maxinetiller10@gmail.com 

Production: Wendy LeBlanc 

                                     613-645-2001   wendyjleblanc@gmail.com 

                                 Printer:  Print Practice 

Photos kindly shared by our parish photographers. 
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