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Our Mission: As followers of Jesus, to be a loving, welcoming, joyful and caring
community that reaches out to others and fosters spiritual development for all.
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From the Rector: Archdeacon Charles Morris
St Mary Magdalene Anglican Church in Picton is a busy, vibrant community. In the pages
that follow you will find reports from more than two dozen groups offering ministry and
service in our church and in the wider community, and they tell the story of a church family
faithfully pursuing our mission.
This is my fifth annual report! I can hardly believe it was five years ago in
March that Joan and I arrived and became part of this special community.
And yet when I look at all the things we have done together, I can’t quite
figure out how we have fit it all into only five years. It has been and continues
to be a great blessing to be the Rector of this parish, as together we pursue
our mission to be a loving, welcoming, joyful and caring community that
reaches out to others and fosters spiritual development for all.

CHARLES MORRIS, RECTOR

We do reach out to others a great deal. As a church we support the ROC,
County Kids Read, and Alternatives for Women, to name only a few. We
invite people to share our beautiful space through the offerings of our
Musical Director, Michael Goodwin, our hosting of Music at Port Milford and
the County Chamber Music Festival, and our Jazz Mass and Remembrance
Day Jazz Vespers services. For a congregation of our size our outreach is
remarkably broad.

At the heart of our parish life is our Sunday worship, where we offer a glad shout of praise
to God the Creator and acknowledge the triumph of Jesus. In support of this worship we are
blessed with a beautiful church, lovingly cared for and decorated through the seasons, and
with a talented and dedicated choir led by our gifted Musical Director. When combined with
the faithful offerings of all those who prepare the altar before each service, greet at the
entrance, manage the AV equipment, read the scriptures, lead the prayers, serve at the
altar, and host the fellowship time, again and again we experience God’s Spirit moving
amongst us as we worship. Visitors often share with me how in worship they find themselves
closer to God, and how friendly and welcoming they find our congregation to be. And our
Prayer Chain, Silent Prayer and Meditation on Tuesday afternoons, Men’s Prayer Breakfast,
Bible Study and other learning opportunities continue to support our spiritual life.
For many years St Mary Magdalene has not been an intergenerational community. Our
contacts with groups in the County tell us there are many in the Picton area who lack spiritual
nurture and community connections, including younger families. Faced with the deeply
entrenched view in our society that God either doesn’t exist or doesn’t matter, but believing
that learning about Jesus responds to our deepest spiritual needs, it has been on my heart
since arriving at St Mary Magdalene to look for ways to engage with people who do not
naturally turn to a church to help them wrestle with life’s big questions. Events like Christmas
Stories Songs and Cookies and our Christmas Eve Family Service have been important
components of this effort, and this year we tried something new, offering Food for Souls and
Bodies on the fourth Tuesday of each month. It is still early days, but having offered three
events so far, I think this strategic initiative may prove to be an important part of our parish
life, and I am very grateful for the very broad support this project has received. Special
thanks to David Colwell, Marie Connor, Kirsteen Etherington, Fran Langlois, Ted Longley &
Wendy Murphy, and Joan McBride. You can read more about it further on in these reports.
Reflecting on the year that has passed, I am very grateful to everyone who has volunteered
their time and talent to the life of our Parish: the importance of what you contribute is
reflected in these pages and in the Church Activities picture book that Helen Pinkerton
lovingly compiles through the year, and even more so in the warm spirit that infuses our
continued next page …
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gatherings. I especially want to thank the Churchwardens Herb Stone and Janet Howes,
and the Deputy Churchwardens John Clarke, Kathy Condie, and Brian Pinkerton who have
continued to work tirelessly to support the Parish and me as your Rector with enthusiasm
and grace. The Churchwardens are assisted by our Parish Treasurer Art Hewer and
Envelope Secretary John Brett, and I am grateful for everything they do to keep our parish
accounts in good order. We are very glad Art has been our Parish Treasurer since August.
In my report last year, I welcomed Karen Tiller to the team as our new Parish Treasurer.
Karen unexpectedly left The County in September to help family in the U.K., and we were
terribly sad to learn she suddenly died only a few weeks later. She will be missed.
I am very thankful to Fran Langlois our Parish Deacon who continues to support me, the
Parish, and our County Ministry to Seniors in so many ways. Thank you also to Michael
Goodwin, who, as Musical Director, is a most gracious collaborator, adding immeasurably
to our worship; I am relieved as well as thankful for his return to good health after a scare
earlier in the year. I am grateful to our Honorary Assistants Bill Kidnew, Stan Whitehouse,
Peter Mason, and John Whittall, and to our Lay Reader Bob Mason, for their assistance in
our worship. Early in 2018 we were saddened at the death of Sheila Gribble, who had served
for many years as a Lay Reader and in many other roles in the parish. She too will be missed.
After many years of faithful contributions, Pauline and Michael Smith decided this year it was
time to hand over responsibility for our parish Newsletter, The Vine, to new hands. The Vine
is a tremendously valuable means of sharing news from the life of our church amongst
ourselves and with visitors and newcomers. I am very appreciative of all the effective work
Pauline and Michael did, and I am delighted that Wendy LeBlanc and Maxine Tiller
volunteered to take on this project as our new editors. They have drawn on the strengths of
the publication they inherited and have begun developing their own style and approach, and
the result has been wonderful.
Our parish life is made richer by Pauline Smith who leads the Magdalenas, by Robert Wilson
who convenes our monthly Men’s Prayer Breakfast, by Penny Kitchen our Parish Secretary
who provides such a warm welcome to visitors to the office, and by our Sexton, Debbie
Turner. Brian Pinkerton and Michael Smith form the heart of the Never-ending Construction
Company, and many places around our buildings are in very
good shape thanks to their efforts. John Hughes keeps a diligent
eye on our facilities through the year, watering the garden in the
summer, making sure the taps are not freezing in the winter, and
turning off lights and locking doors when others forgot. Special
words of thanks hardly begin to acknowledge Helen Pinkerton
and Nell Kottick, who through Altar Guild, Outreach, and
Fellowship activities contribute so much to our parish life.
And I want to thank my wife Joan, who offers time and energy
and creativity to add to our Parish life in many ways. Joan once
again spearheaded our Remembrance Day Jazz Vespers Service,
Christmas Stories Songs and Cookies, and the Christmas Eve
Family Service, and she is an important member of our Food for
CHARLES MORRIS WITH HIS WIFE, JOAN MCBRIDE
Souls and Bodies team. And more, she shares and supports my
passion for parish ministry, and is the greatest friend and partner I could ever want. I honestly
could not do it without her.
And so I can look forward, God willing, to another five years of worship and service in this
very special community, giving thanks to God, whose power working in us will do infinitely
more than we can ask or imagine.
Faithfully in Christ, Charles Morris, Rector
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Church Wardens’ Report
A year-end report is typically a reflection on the past 12 months and a look toward what
might be in store for the next 12 months.
The Congregation and Clergy of St. Mary Magdalene have done good things through 2018,
as described elsewhere in the Annual Report, for which we all are most sincerely grateful.
On the surface, the financials of 2018 look reasonably well, but only if the last month of the
year is evidence of financial health. Sadly, that is not a true indicator of long-term stability.
Cash flow was a preoccupation for much of the year and almost every month has been a
challenge to meet payroll and expenses. Sometimes it has been a matter of borrowing from
other accounts to pay for unforeseen expenses which add to an increasing debt at the close
of nearly every month.
In our own households, we encounter inflation leading to rising prices on almost everything
we need. The costs of maintaining the Church is no different. Higher day to day costs without
increased income have become the norm through the year, making it difficult to keep our
accounts in balance and more often than seems possible, we’ve not been in a positive
position at months-end.
The treasurer and churchwardens have done their level best working with underfunded
resources but cannot easily continue to do so, without a willing congregation giving of fuller
financial support.
To do all that the clergy and congregation wish to do in the coming year, and after a review
and paring of expenses, a deficit budget was set. The increase of 1.5% pledged by the
congregation for 2019 will not cover a shortfall.
If there is no improvement in income, somewhere along the line a decision will have to be
made to redirect monies from outreach or to suspend maintenance projects, by moving
funds into operations to keep current with incoming invoices.
It has been said, when in private we excuse ourselves from not increasing annual givings to
keep up with inflation, that we are on a fixed income and therefore cannot be expected to
give more. Faced with that sort of rationale, the Bishop of Rochester once said, 90% of the
people in the world would love to be on a fixed income. At times it is forgotten that we are
blessed to be in a privileged position to help others.
Having said that, there is an underlying sense of hope and faith that we will come together
to support St. Mary Magdalene in all her good works, so we can continue to be an integral
and inspiring part of our community.
Respectively submitted, Churchwardens and Deputy Churchwardens.
Herb Stone, Janet Howes, John Clarke, Kathy Condie, Brian Pinkerton.
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Parish Deacon’s Report
My certificate, presented to me by Bishop Michael in 2017, appointing me Deacon in Charge
of the Ministry to Seniors in Prince Edward County and also an Honorary Assistant in the
Parishes of Kente, Marysburgh and St. Mary Magdalene, has not changed my ministry
duties as a Deacon.
Our senior’s ministry continues to be busy, successful and rewarding
with the help and support of the three Parishes in the County. Sincere
thanks to all who supply calendars and Christmas cards which we
bring to the nursing homes to be distributed to the residents.
Many thanks to Patti Abel who implemented and is the facilitator of
our latest project. After much planning and acquisition of supplies our
‘Sentimental Journey’ group has been up and running for several
months now. This program is based on a music program, ‘Music and
Memories,’ which has proved to be very successful with seniors in
the United States. I have attended a number of sessions. Patti is
gracious and compassionate with the residents at the McFarland
home who come to listen to the music and participate in the group.
Mary Brett and her knitting group continue to supply lap blankets,
twiddle muffs, and hand exercisers which are delivered to the nursing
homes in the County, and to the Parrott Centre. Kathy Condie is the
coordinator of our ‘home visiting program.’ If you know of any who
are shut in or anyone who would like to have Kathy visit for a friendly
chat, please use the sign-up book on the table at the back of the
church. Kathy will be happy to hear from you.
PARISH DEACON FRAN LANGLOIS

It never ceases to amaze me that every need I have brought to you,
our wonderful church family, continues to be fulfilled. My sincere thanks and appreciation for
your generosity, compassion and support. Your continued support over these past years
helps me to fulfill my calling to help the elderly and others in our community. The support
from all Parishes continues to fill me with gratitude.
I continue to support and assist Archdeacon Charles at the 10:30 service on Sunday
mornings, with the exception of the third Sunday when I preside at the Parish of Marysburgh.
I also assist Rev. John Whittall at Sunday services when Archdeacon Charles is away. It
was a busy but fun Christmas season again this year with the rehearsals and the Advent
afternoon services, as well as the two Christmas Eve services. This year I am part of a
wonderful group of enthusiastic folks who help Charles and Joan with their new initiative
called ‘Food for Souls and Bodies.’ It is great fun and I would recommend everyone come
out to enjoy an evening with friends and neighbours.
As an Honorary Assistant, I try to support our sister parishes as much as possible by
attending the Community Supper, Dine and Learn, at St. Andrew’s in Wellington. In addition
to presiding at Sunday services in the Parish of Marysburgh I try to attend their movie nights
and fund raisers whenever I can.
On a monthly basis I preside/assist at services in six of the retirement/nursing homes here
in the County, two services at the Parrott Centre in Napanee, two services in Marysburgh
Parish on the third Sunday of each month, one home communion, and others as requested.
In addition, I continue to provide pastoral support and visits to members of our congregation
whenever needed, visits to the residents in the ten nursing/retirement homes each month,
and visits to the hospital on a regular basis.
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As a requirement of my vocation I endeavour to spend at least one hour a day for personal
bible study. I also partake in Bible or Lenten study sessions as I am available. I attend
monthly clergy meetings and the annual Clergy Retreat and Clergy Conference. I am
secretary of the Diocesan Training and Development Committee which meets in Kingston
on a monthly basis with the exception of July and August. I also coordinate and facilitate
meetings for the College of Deacons on a quarterly basis, facilitate workshops and obtain
speakers as required. Again this year one of my fellow deacons and I prepared and set up
the Deacons’ booth at this year’s Synod.
I am truly grateful for the financial support I receive from St. Mary Magdalene to reimburse
me for mileage and to cover the cost of the annual clergy retreat and clergy conference. I
extend my sincere thanks to Archdeacon Charles, and our wardens/deputy wardens: Herb
Stone, Janet Howes, John Clarke, Brian Pinkerton and Kathy Condie for their continued
support and encouragement, and to each and every one of you, my dear friends at St. Mary
Magdalene. What a team we make to further God’s kingdom in our little corner of the world.
Respectfully submitted, Deacon Fran

PATTI ABEL WITH SENTIMENTAL JOURNEY

CHRISTMAS SERVICE AND PARTY AT HALLOWELL HOUSE

From the Musical Director
Here we all are another year older and we, in the choir, and at the
organ, are still singing and playing our hearts out. And we are
lucky to have two new people joining us this year: Helen Cluett
and Janine Dudding. When we are all here, the sound that the choir produces is awesome!
That doesn’t occur every Sunday, as people may be away visiting family, or on holiday, or
sick, and then we have to cope with lesser numbers. But I try to choose music which can be
sung with fewer people and we always manage to pull it off. They are a good group and are
always willing to undertake a musical challenge.
The Anglican Church has a long history of music making as part of
the worship service. Composers from early times to the present day
have contributed to the musical repertoire for the churches, and
consequently there is always some piece that can be found to fit the
bill according to the occasion and also according to the number of
people on hand. I have spent some considerable time in the last
year going through the music in the music library to find things that
we can use, and to discard pieces that we will never use again.
We try hard to do the job entrusted to us in order that you, the congregation, can say, as
often as you do, ‘the music was lovely today’. Thank you for that. Your appreciation of us is
equally appreciated by us.
Respectfully submitted, Michael Goodwin
St Mary Magdalene 2018 Annual Reports

7

Coffee Time
Coffee time after the 9:00 service is being managed graciously by Sharon Crowells and John
Clarke. Those arriving early for the second service and the choir coming for practice are
often welcomed with a hot coffee or tea. Thank you so much for your efforts.
The coffee/social time following the 10:30 service remains very popular,
with most of the congregation staying for conversation and
refreshments.
We greatly appreciate the generosity of everyone involved in this
ministry for bringing food, and we thank Bob Mason for providing the
coffee cups. If you would like to host a coffee time or join with someone
else to provide the food, there is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board.
The milk, cream, coffee and tea are purchased with the money placed
in the donation tin, so you will only need to bring some food. Purchased
goodies are welcome. Tuula Saunders usually does the coffee brewing
and Helen and I coordinate the set-up.
Respectfully submitted, Nell Kottick

St Mary Magdalene Altar Guild
Our Altar Guild consists of 4 teams. We are on duty once a month (except for months with
5 Sundays), from Saturday to the following Friday. We assist Rev. Charles with preparation
for each Holy Communion service on Sundays and Wednesdays and for special services:
baptism, wedding, funeral, etc. The Memorial flowers are beautifully arranged each Sunday
by the Altar Guild members and placed at the front of the church for our parishioners to
enjoy. On Wednesday after chapel, Fran Langlois takes
these flowers and gives them to someone who needs
some “sunshine”. Our dedicated members are: Mary Lou
Champagne, Marie Connor, Josie Farrar, Nell Kottick,
Carol Lashley, June Mason, Helen Pinkerton, Sue Rowe,
Pauline Smith, and Susan Steele. Our team works well
together, creating the consistent smooth functioning of
our church services and activities. Thanks to all the Altar
Guild members for all that you do throughout the year.
We always need new members, if you are interested in
this ministry please speak to Nell or Helen.
Respectfully submitted, Helen Pinkerton

Memorial Flowers
At St. Mary Magdalene we are very blessed to have beautiful floral arrangements every
Sunday. In addition, at Thanksgiving, Christmas & Easter the altar area is beautifully
decorated with plants and flowers that Nell Kottick, John Hughes and Helen Pinkerton bring
in as part of our High Festival decorations and celebrations. In memoriam donations to cover
this cost are contributed by members of our parish family. This is another way in which
parishioners can remember their loved ones.
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I enjoy having the opportunity each month to call the people on
the roster for confirmation of dates and dedication information.
It is a special way of growing in relationship with members of our
parish community. The fresh flowers at the altar add much to the
beauty of our church every Sunday and following the midweek
Eucharist, Rev. Fran regularly takes the flowers to seniors’
residences and others.
Our Memorial Flowers roster is filled to the brim but there is
always room to double up on any given week. Our neighboring
florist shop, Flowers ‘n Such provides an excellent service in
supplying the flowers of choice and delivers them to the church
every Saturday morning where the Altar Guild members receive
and arrange them for display. If you would like to know how you
can remember a loved one in this way, please contact Penny at
the church office or speak to me directly.
Respectfully submitted, Joan McBride

Seasonal Church Decorations
We decorate the church and chapel three times each year to celebrate the seasons of
Easter, Thanksgiving and Christmas. The cost of the evergreen planters and poinsettias at
Christmas as well as the cost of the Easter plants and flowers for the Easter cross are met
by your kind donations in memory of your loved ones. If you have not previously done so,
please consider participating in this memorial which greatly adds to the beauty of our
services. Thank you for your generosity.
Respectfully submitted, Nell Kottick

Greeters
Greeters are members of our congregation who welcome you and
visitors each Sunday at the church entrance and hand out our
service bulletins. They also collect the offering and take it and the
Bread and Wine and the monthly wagon of Food Bank
Contributions to the altar for blessing.
Our 2018 greeters at the 10:30 service were Agnes Russell &
Christine Pearsoll, Kathy Condie & Sue Rower, Nona Bussell &
John Hopper, Wendy Murphy & Ted Longley, Patti & Gordon Abel,
Nell Kottick & John Hughes.
Special thanks to Herb, John & Janet for the 9 a.m. service.
More people are always welcome to join us. If you would like to
participate, please do not hesitate to speak to me.
Respectfully submitted, John Hughes
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Greeting Card Ministry
Seniors who are in nursing homes or
retirement homes or confined to their own
homes have been a vital part of our
congregation over the years. Therefore, we
send cards especially at Easter, Thanksgiving
and Christmas. This reminds them (hopefully)
they are still in our thoughts and prayers.
Also, cards are sent to Parish members or
families on special occasions, sickness,
bereavement etc. We do care and love you
all, so please submit names to me, Barb, at
613-393-2776.
Over the course of 2018, 72 cards were mailed out, not only in our community but outside
as well. Thanks to all for your continued support in this ministry.
Respectfully submitted, Barbara Mowbray

Peace Candle Ministry
The Peace Candle is a lovely tradition to which we at St. Mary
Magdalene have been able to contribute for the last fourteen years.
This past year, one candle went to St. Mary Magdalene Church in
Wroclaw, Poland. One candle went to Rome, and the last went to
St. Paul’s in Beaverton, Ontario.
Candles from our church have travelled near and far. Some years
there may just be a few that go out into the world. Other years, there
may be many. We love to offer the opportunity to share this
message of peace.
If you are looking for a candle to take on your travels, or one to offer
to a visitor, they may be found on the table near the bell tower.
Please make sure that you also take a copy of the story of the
Peace candle, and sign the candle out so that we know where it is
going.
Respectfully submitted, Marie Connor

Prayer Chain
An intercessory Prayer Chain is a group of people who have committed themselves to pray
regularly, confidentially and individually for the people and concerns that are requested of
them on a short-term basis. We pray in emergency and crisis situations, medical
emergencies, deaths etc.
For urgent prayers requests please call Evelyn Rubie. Those requesting prayers may stay
on the Prayer Chain for up to two weeks. It would be helpful to have an update with regard
to the prayer request so that if desired the request may be transferred from the Prayer Chain
to the Church Prayers list in the Church bulletin.
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If you would like to become part of this ministry, we would
be pleased to welcome you: please call Evelyn Rubie at
613-476-7205.
At present we have one Prayer Chain with 8 persons
participating – Edith Morash, Loraine Gilbert, Geneva
McNeil, June & Robert Mason, Patti Abel, Fran Langlois and
Evelyn Rubie.
Respectfully submitted, Evelyn Rubie

Tuesday Meditation Group
How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is given. It seems appropriate that the growth
and development of the Tuesday Meditation Group should have occurred quietly, almost
imperceptibly since its beginning in 2015. At the outset, there were just two of us and we
met at the back of the Church at 8:30 on Tuesday mornings. Since then, the group has
grown in size, cohesion and its shared spiritual life. We
now number eight members of which four or five can be
expected on any given Tuesday.
We gather quietly in the Side Chapel at 3:30pm. Opening
prayers and music are followed by a 20-minute period for
meditation and silent prayer. After this, some of us remain
to discuss the Week’s Reflection (a written piece on
meditation sent out in advance) while others choose to
leave.
In meditation, all we are asked to do is to be present, to
attend. God does the rest. If you think you might like to
try it, please talk to one of our group. Joan McBride, Marie Connor, Joe Parisi, Elizabeth
Cowan, John McCarthy, Carol Newland and Andrew Innes (Leader). We would be happy to
tell you more.
Respectfully submitted, Andrew Innes
Meditative prayer helps me in my journey to understand the importance of having a deeper
spiritual connection to Jesus Christ. The group meditative sessions promote a sense of
fellowship in our common spiritual objective.
John McCarthy
It took some time to make the weekly visit a habit but now I actually look forward to attending
the Quiet time together. Words cannot express the sensation when “the still dew of
quietness” is dropped on my willing soul.
Joan McBride

Christmas Stories, Songs and Cookies
This year marked the fourth year of our annual presentation of “Christmas Stories, Songs
and Cookies”. Our program of Christmas-themed stories this year included “A Charlie Brown
Christmas” and “The Polar Express”. On Christmas Eve afternoon, we once again offered
“The Prince of Peace: A Beautiful Find”, a retelling of the Nativity Story, beautifully narrated
by Stuart Ross.
continued next page …
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Our little band of musicians and storytellers featured
Celia Sage on piano on two occasions and Michael
Goodwin on Christmas Eve. Josie Farrar brought her
beautiful voice and her viola da gamba to the
Christmas Eve service, and Peter Mason joined us
again with his saxophone. Archdeacon Charles, Rev.
Fran, Kirsteen Etherington, David Colwell, Mary Lou
Champagne, Fred Robinson, Donnie Wilson, Cheryl
Moggeridge and Stuart, Kirstie and Malcolm Ross all
contributed to the leading of the songs and storytelling.
Special thanks to Mike Langlois for so capably
mastering the rather complex PowerPoints at all three
events.
And let’s not forget the cookies! Special thanks to
Wendy Murphy and our cookie bakers - Patti Abel,
Wendy Leblanc, Joan Mercer, Edith Morash and Pauline Smith who provided the delicious
cut-outs which were enthusiastically decorated and then gobbled up by our young and
young-at-heart guests.
Thanks also to Kathy Condie and Jay
Crockford and to Wendy Murphy and Ted
Longley for the warm cider and hot
chocolate beverages. All in all, it was a
wonderful team effort that brought much of
the magic and true spirit of Christmas to all
who came to see and hear.
Overall, attendance at the three events this
year modestly increased again, reaching
almost 200 kids-of-all-ages! On Christmas
Eve afternoon about 80 guests attended,
about 25 of them young children. What a
delight it was for our team to share the
wondrous Christmas story with those little
ones who participated most enthusiastically in
the entire program! Our guests thoroughly enjoyed the experience at all three events.
It is our hope that this ministry will continue to grow in the years ahead, bringing newcomers
and especially young families into our beautiful church for spiritual nurture and St Mary
Magdalene’s very special brand of warm hospitality. With the addition of the new “Food for
Souls and Bodies” program in our Parish Hall, we are beginning to see the fruits of our efforts
over the past four years as we begin to evolve into a more inter-generational parish family,
sharing the stories and the love of Jesus for now and hopefully for many, many years to come.
Respectfully submitted: Joan McBride

Food for Souls and Bodies
In September we started a new initiative: Food for Souls & Bodies. It’s a fun gathering in the
Parish Hall on the 4th Tuesday of each month, for everyone, ages 0 to 99, to share in creative
crafts, stories, songs, and a meal! Our first event in September was modestly attended, and
much larger crowds joined us in October and November.
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I have been enormously privileged to work with a great
team. Wendy Murphy plans and executes the Creative
Crafts time. Ted Longley heads up the setup and cleanup.
David Colwell (the Music Director at Picton United and a
great partner to us in this program) provides the musical
direction and accompaniment. Joan McBride, Kirsteen
Etherington, and Fran Langlois join David and me to
present the stories and songs. Marie Connor plans and
supervises the meal time. Volunteers to help with
everything and enjoy the events themselves have
included Nona Bussell, Kathy Condie, Jay Crockford,
Peter & Carmen Mason, Patti Abel, Gerry & Helena
Martell, Angela Adams, Andrew Innes, James Wright,
Patsi Deary, Jim & Sharon Crowells, and Claudia
McCabe. I am very grateful to members of our parish who provided the funding for this
program so that it can be offered free of charge to all who come. More than a quarter of our
congregation have been involved in supporting this project!
We all need to be nurtured physically, socially,
and spiritually. For those of us who regularly
attend, the church is an obvious place to turn to
meet some of those needs. But for many others
a church is not such an obvious place to turn to,
and there can be barriers of time (Sundays
don’t work for everyone), comfort level (formal
worship services can be intimidating to those
who are not familiar with them or who don’t
resonate with the style), and cost (for many in
our community there is too much month and not
enough money). Food for Souls and Bodies
provides a monthly occasion to overcome those barriers. I encourage everyone to come,
and to invite others to come with you.
Respectfully submitted, Charles Morris

Magdalenas
The women of the Parish meet once a month, usually on the last Friday at
12 noon in the Parish Hall for an informal pot-luck lunch. It is a time for
sharing a meal (always very good food and lots of it!), enjoying the
fellowship, getting to know one another better, keeping up to date with
what is happening in the life of our church and planning upcoming kitchenrelated events.
In 2018 there were 9 lunches which were enjoyed, on average, by 20
people, including Archdeacon Charles. There were no lunches in the
summer (July and August) or in December.
In December, $400 from Magdalenas’ funds were donated to the
Children’s Foundation Angel Tree Program. This program helps County
families in need during the Christmas holidays.
Respectfully submitted, Pauline Smith
PAULINE SMITH PRESENTING ANGEL
TREE CHEQUE
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Men’s Prayer Breakfast
The Men’s Prayer Breakfast has continued for ten years; first meeting in January 2009. The
objective is to provide both fellowship and spiritual, growth. The format is a casual meeting
over coffee as men gather, followed by a time of
prayer as follows: the reading of scripture,
accompanied by a devotional - with a focus such
as, spiritual growth, suffering Christians or
accounts of spiritual struggle and victory. After the
devotional we have prayer which includes:
requests/needs in the congregation and
community, concluding with The Grace-The grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all
evermore. Amen.
In 2018 we met at several locations: “The View” at the Golf Club; “Gus’s”,” Chef Michael
Hoy’s” and The Waring House Restaurant. Depending on the weather and other factors;
numbers vary, but usually there are 16 to 20 men with the largest attendance being 22.
Attendees come from several denominations, as all are welcome.
One highlight last year was sharing the testimony of the late John Mason, formerly a Captain
in the British SAS, who after his retirement had a summer place in Prince Edward County
on County Rd. 7. Late in his career, and after he left the SAS, he developed a life-threatening
disease. He was in a hopeless state, and his condition was terminal. In his story/testimony
of which I have a printed copy, he told how God miraculously came into his life, and cured
his affliction. An uplifting story!
Respectfully submitted, Robert Wilson

Parish Newsletter: The Vine
2018 saw the publication of three editions of “The Vine” Newsletter, produced to align to the
celebrations of Easter (March), Thanksgiving (October) and Christmas (December). The
Easter publication was the final edition
produced by Michael and Pauline Smith who
had so faithfully and effectively managed the
newsletter for the previous nine years. We all
sincerely thank Michael and Pauline for their
contribution over the years and for helping with
the transition to the new team.
Wendy LeBlanc and Maxine Tiller have
assumed responsibility for the newsletter
effective October 2018 and published the final
two editions of 2018. Thank you to all
contributors and church photographers who
provided and assisted with content, stories,
and photographs throughout the year. Special
thanks to Andrew Innis and Claudia McCabe
who graciously provided their artwork for the
PAULINE SMITH RECEIVING THANKS AT VESTRY MEETING
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covers of the Thanksgiving and Christmas editions. It’s important that
we highlight the many talents and contributions of all our parishioners
as they contribute to our vibrant church life and to our communities.
The purpose of “The Vine” is to:
•
Keep us connected
•
Keep us informed of upcoming activities and events
•
Mark the milestones of our parish and parishioners
•
Serve as a record of parish life
•
Highlight our contributions to the community
As we head into 2019 the newsletter team plans to publish four editions
throughout the year (Winter, Easter, Thanksgiving and Christmas). Any
contributions or suggestions are always welcome. Please email
maxine.tiller10@gmail.com or wendyjleblanc@gmail.com.
Previous issues of “The Vine” can be found at stmmpicton.ca.
Respectfully submitted, Wendy LeBlanc and Maxine Tiller

Supporting the Food Bank
It’s hard to imagine that in our beautiful
County there is a pressing need for food
banks. Dozens of families are finding it
difficult to supply the necessities of life
each month. Thanks to the generous
support of the folks at St. Mary Magdalene
we are filling a great need. Those who
cannot get out to shop can always donate
cash or a cheque.
When the call came in last summer for
money to help out, St. Mary Magdalene
donated about $3,600.00 in short order.
Many thanks to Ron Howes who is always there to open up and help me unpack.
Respectfully submitted, John Hughes

Community Outreach
The Church of St. Mary Magdalene continues to grow as a vital
part of the local community as we develop new programs and
make generous financial donations. Some of our activities
during 2018 are listed below.
Feb 13 – Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper was open to the
public again this year and almost 200 people were served.
Everyone loves County maple syrup!
April – Meals-on-Wheels were delivered by St. Mary Magdalene,
organized by John Clarke.
SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER
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May 8 – Seniors’ Service and Luncheon was held at the
Salvation Army facility. This was a combined effort of all
County Anglican churches.
May 20 – We hosted the Ministerial Association Unity
Service. All denominations were invited to participate.
Refreshments were served to a large crowd.
May 26 – Michael Goodwin’s County Chamber Choir
presented music from Across the Ages.
June 23 – Many compliments were received about our
Strawberry Tea where we raised $1,428. Thank you
everyone who worked so hard.
June 20-Jul 25 – Summer Noon Concerts organized by
Michael and Josie. Freewill offerings yielded $850 after
expenses, of which $500 was donated to Glenwood
STRAWBERRY TEA
Cemetery to aid in gravestone restoration after vandalism and remainder to church.
July 5 – Commencement of “Open Doors” on Wed, Thu and Fri afternoons. We had a lovely
new leaflet handout describing the history, present activities and beautiful windows of our
church.
Jul 21-Aug 12 – Port Milford concerts on two
Sat evenings followed by a Sunday afternoon
student concert.
Aug 19 – Annual Jazz Mass. Brian Barlow and
other musicians from the PEC Jazz Festival
along with the St. Mary Magdalene choir
performed to a full church.
Sep 7 – PEC Chamber Music Festival opening
concert featuring the New Orford String
Quartet was dedicated to Sheila Gribble.
Sep 25 – First of a new initiative, Food for
MICHAEL GOODWIN PLAYING AT A NOON CONCERT
Souls & Bodies – a fun gathering in the parish
hall on the 4th Tuesday of each month to share in creative crafts, stories of Jesus, songs,
and a meal. Something for everyone o to 99 – and it’s free!
Sep 27 – Our congregation hosted the Loaves and Fishes Luncheon at
the Salvation Army facility. Many people and plenty of delicious food.
Sep 30 – Community Hymn Sing with Jim Macgregor leading us in our
favourite hymns.
Oct 28 – Shout Sister singers gave a concert in the church in support
of Hospice Prince Edward.
Nov 3 – Our Christmas Tea and Bake Sale raised about $5000. The
hall was packed with guests buying baking, jams, pickles, gift basket
tickets, treasures and, of course, the delicious tea. Thank you everyone
who worked so hard to make this event a great success.

CHRISTMAS TEA
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Nov 11 – Remembrance Day Jazz Vespers – The Pity of War: Remembering The Armistice
with Music, Poetry and Prose. Beautifully developed and directed by Joan McBride.
Nov 24 – Carol Off, author and CBC
broadcaster was guest speaker in the church
for a fundraiser for Picton Library Expansion
Project.
Dec 1 – Michael Goodwin presented his
second annual County Chamber Concert in
the church.
Dec 5 & 14 – We hosted two Seniors’ Services
and Christmas Parties at Hallowell Home and
McFarland Home. Our church members
served ice cream and cake and spent time
visiting with our ‘guests’.
CAROL OFF SPEAKING AT ST MARY MAGDALENE
Dec 9 & 16 – Advent afternoon series
“Christmas Stories, Songs and Cookies. Our young guests listened to A Charlie Brown
Christmas and the next week, The Polar Express. They also decorated cookies, ate them
and drank hot chocolate.

In December, as part of our outreach for Alternatives for Women/Basketeers, gifts that
children could choose for their mothers were collected. Thank you to the many who
responded to this request.
A group also collected knitted items to be presented to patients who spent Christmas in PEC
Hospital.
A donation was given to Gilead church to help offset the cost of their community Christmas
Day dinner. Funds from the Christmas Tea & Bake Sale were used.
A cheque in the amount of $2,500 to cover the operating
cost for one month was presented to the ROC. Funds
came from the Christmas Tea & Bake Sale.
The Magdalenas donated money raised at their monthly
luncheons to the Angel Tree.
The County Kids Read Program which operates rent-free
in our basement book-room continues to provide free
books to County children.
The first Sunday of each month continues to be Food
Bank Sunday. The need is greater than ever for food, pet
food, toiletries and money. It is good to see the “supply
CHEQUE PRESENTED TO THE ROC
wagon” filled to overflowing every time. Thank you to Ron
Howes and John Hughes for getting it all to the United Church basement every month.
Helen Pinkerton has prepared a lovely “Activities during 2018’ binder. Please take time to
look through the photographs.
Outreach activities are made possible by your generous gifts of time, talent, money and
food. Well done! Thank you so much.
Respectfully submitted, Nell Kottick

St Mary Magdalene 2018 Annual Reports

17

Fellowship Report
Listed below are some of our Fellowship activities which occurred in 2018:
Feb 4 – Annual Vestry Meeting and potluck luncheon followed by a
short parish council meeting;
Feb 14 – Lenten study series commenced. We watched and
discussed a video series entitled The Way: Walking in the
Footsteps of Jesus.
After Easter Charles conducted a 9-week study after the mid-week
eucharist. We discussed the scripture readings for the following
Sunday services.
Babies and Beyond – Beach towels and Huggies Little Swimmers
were collected by Joan McBride to enable small children to play at
Picton’s new splash pad.

PRESENTATION TO MIKE LANGLOIS, STEPPING
DOWN AFTER 20 YEARS AS TREASURER

Jun 10- Joan and Charles hosted Open House at the Vicarage.
They made everyone welcome with cool drinks and delicious food.
Thank you so much.

Jul 23- Feast of St. Mary Magdalene luncheon
following 10:30 service. Lots of good food and
conversation.
Sep 5- Bible study and discussion returned after
a summer recess. Tea and coffee with each
session.
Other ongoing activities are:
Beautiful floral arrangements are donated each
Sunday in memory of loved ones. After the
Wednesday service, Rev Fran takes the flowers
to seniors’ residences.

BEACH TOWELS FOR BABIES AND BEYOND

Coffee time following both Sunday services.
Magdalenas ladies’ luncheon at noon on the last Friday of each month.
Men’s prayer breakfast at 8:00 am on the last Friday of
each month.
Greeting Card ministry – Barbara Mowbray.
The Joyful Noise group entertains at nursing and
retirement homes.
Transportation to services for members who no longer
drive is managed by Angela Adams and Tom Field.
Meditation and silent prayer in the chapel each Tuesday
at 3:30 pm.
Thank you everyone for your participation.
ENJOYING THE OPEN HOUSE AT THE VICARAGE
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Alternatives for Women/Basketeers
For several years, our congregation has been supporting Alternatives for Women by
providing clothing and housewares for women and children in crisis. This support is vital to
the work of Alternatives for Women and those they serve and in 2018 we at St Mary
Magdalene provided 7 large containers full of items .... we have moved beyond just baskets!
When we attended the Open House at Alternatives for Women this year, we were impressed
with the dedication of the staff and Board, and some members of the community have
responded to their need for help with the renovation of their new premises. Thank you to
everyone at St Mary Magdalene for your support in 2018, of this important County
organization.
Respectfully submitted, Janet Howes

New Outreach Opportunities
In addition to St. Mary Magdalene’s ongoing support of various outreach projects,
Alternatives for Women approached us with a new idea ... to supply a selection of Christmas
gifts, wrap and cards for children to choose from and give to their mothers. Not unexpectedly,
our congregation embraced the idea and donations flooded in. At the beginning of December,
we delivered several boxes of items to their offices. Tears of gratitude and joy were shed! It
was so uplifting to have been a part of making this initiative happen.
Another idea put forward by a member of The Magdalenas was to supply Christmas gifts for
in-patients at the Picton Hospital. We were pleased to find out that this was something the
hospital was delighted to have. As there was a limited amount of time before Christmas this
year, we cast around for gift ideas .... fortunately, the knitters of the County had a supply of
lap blankets ready for donation, and Mary Brett and Annette Kroupa got them gift wrapped
and we quickly delivered them to the hospital in time for Christmas. A note from Lisa Mowbray,
Site Manager and Helen Hotson, Manager of Patient Services, PECM Hospital Auxiliary, told
us that the patients who were in hospital over Christmas were absolutely thrilled!
We hope to continue with both these projects in 2019. Thank you to our congregation for
supporting these and all our other outreach projects throughout 2018.
Respectfully submitted, Janet Howes

Meals on Wheels
Once again, I would like to thank our many volunteers for all their tremendous help with
delivering Meals on Wheels again this year…2018.
This has to be one of the most rewarding of our outreach programs, not that many know
from where we come, but because it is a hands on experience and makes so much
difference to the people we serve. Our volunteers this past year were Herb Stone, Christine
Pearsoll, Andrew Innes and Don Watson, Sue and Rick Rowe, Michael and Pauline Smith,
Kathy Condie and Jay Crockford, Walter and Jean Kipp, Lorraine and Brian Hyatt, and Garry
and Helena Martell.
We encountered some difficulties getting Police Checks done but this was caused by getting
a late start on the process, NOT the integrity of our volunteers!!!
Once again as April approaches, I hope to reach out to all again to assist in this
heartwarming venture. Many Thanks,
Respectfully submitted, John A. Clarke
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Transportation
Over the past year we have worked together in ensuring that some of our parishioners who
are unable to get to services on their own have been helped and that they feel comfortable
in requesting assistance to attend services at St. Mary Magdalene.
The number of parishioners requesting transportation has decreased from last year, with
only one parishioner requiring transport on a regular basis.
With good communication between the two of us who are on the transportation Rota we
have been able to ensure that anybody who does ask for transportation has been able to
attend church as requested, and that they do not feel as though they are asking for special
attention in order to do so.
There have been times when neither of us have been able to pick up and return to their
homes those who have asked for help, however, with the assistance of other parishioners
who have been willing to step in, we have never had to turn anybody down.
We are more than happy to help out those needing assistance and would be happy to
receive any requests for assistance in attending services
Respectfully submitted, Tom Field and Angela Adams

Jazz Services
The music of jazz has long been an
appropriate medium for Christian worship,
and in our Jazz services we combine
traditional liturgy with the freedom and
creativity of musical improvisation. In
August we were pleased to host the annual
Jazz Mass service, an integral part of the
Prince Edward County Jazz Festival 2018.
A large and appreciative congregation
gathered, and we were pleased to welcome
CHOIR WITH BRIAN BARLOW QUARTET AT JAZZ MASS IN AUGUST
The Brian Barlow Quartet featuring Adrean
Farrugia on piano, Marika Galea on bass, Tara Davidson on saxophone, and Brian Barlow
on drums. It was an uplifting treat! Many people said they thought it was our best Jazz Mass
ever: high praise, as we have hosted many
beautiful Jazz Mass services over the years,
and many said the same thing last year. The
service was well attended and provided a
wonderful opportunity to share St Mary
Magdalene with a larger congregation.
In November for the fifth year in a row we
offered an evening of Jazz Vespers as a full
church gathered for a gentle conclusion to
Remembrance Day. Musical support was
provided by a Jazz Quartet headed by Brian
Barlow on the drums, with Neal Davis playing
READING AT REMEMBRANCE DAY JAZZ VESPERS
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bass, Mike Francis on guitar, and Blair
Yarranton playing trumpet. The service was
supported by beautiful images displayed on
the overhead screens as the poetry and
prose was read.
The program is developed by Joan
McBride, and this year the theme was
Remembering the Armistice, as this was
the 100th anniversary of the end of the war.
Dramatic readings offered an account of
Canada’s role in WWI, and of the days
leading up to the end of the conflict. The
service provided opportunities to sing
hymns, as well as songs from the WWI
BLAIR YARRANTON PLAYING TRUMPET AT REMEMBRANCE DAY JAZZ VESPERS
period, accompanied by the Jazz
musicians. Towards the end, Malcom Ross sang A Hymn for Remembrance, by Charles
Henry Wood. After the service people took the opportunity to look at and reflect on the
displays of photographs and other memorabilia of family members who had served in the
armed forces. It was a beautiful conclusion to Remembrance Day.
Respectfully submitted: Charles Morris

Anglican Ministry to Seniors in Prince Edward County
2018 was another successful year for the
Seniors’ Ministry in the County! Again this
year our wonderful ministry team; which is
experienced, compassionate and dedicated,
ministered to some of the most vulnerable
in our community. The members of our
team are: Archdeacon Charles Morris, The
Rev. Ada Clifford, Rev. Fran Langlois, Ron
Cork, George Hug, Marg Stanford, Lee
Ramsbottom, Bob and June Mason, Paula
Walker and Eleanor Johnston. Many thanks
to Bill Cowan of St. Philip’s who offered his
help whenever needed. Phil Robins is our
gifted pianist who plays at most of the
services. We also have back up musicians
Bob Mason, Susan Steele and Mike
Langlois who graciously fill in to provide
music when Phil is unavailable. Archdeacon
Charles and Rev. Ada celebrate at one of
the nursing homes on a rotating basis. Ron,
ANNUAL SERVICE IN MAY AT THE SALVATION ARMY
George and Marg take turns presiding or assisting at services at West Lake Nursing Home
and MLP Residence. Everyone is also more than willing to fill in at any of the other homes
when needed.
This year’s May service at the Salvation Army, in the capable hands of Archdeacon Charles
Morris and Rev. Ada Clifton, was a wonderful success with over one hundred and twenty
continued next page …
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people attending. Each year seems to be a challenge to arrange the Chapel to
accommodate the ever-growing number of residents in wheel chairs. We are so grateful for
the continued outpouring of support: Michael Goodwin and choir, drivers, volunteers
assisting the residents in many ways, for set up, kitchen preparation, serving, clean up, and
donations of food and money. Many thanks again this year to Don Creighton for making
arrangements with Quinte Access, Community Living and private cars to ensure
transportation for all to attend. Our thanks to Lieutenants Donna and Joe Ludlow, Sandra
and staff at Salvation Army for their continued hospitality. Without the help of so many we
would not be able to host such a great event.

VOLUNTEERS GATHER FOR THE CHRISTMAS SERVICE AT HALLOWELL HOUSE

Our Christmas services this year were well
attended and greatly appreciated by the staff
and residents. As in previous years the
services in the four nursing homes were held
at two o’clock followed by cake and ice
cream. Archdeacon Charles celebrated at
Hallowell House and McFarland Home,
assisted by Bob Mason. Rev. Ada celebrated
at West Lake and Kentwood assisted by
Marg Stanford and Paula Walker. Heartfelt
thanks to the many volunteers who came out
to sing Christmas carols, help serve cake and
ice cream and visit with the residents. It is a
joy to celebrate the birth of our Lord together.
And as our way of sharing our blessings with
others in our community, Fran brings cakes
to all of the retirement homes in the County
for residents to enjoy.

Our Seniors’ ministry is financially supported by many in our
parishes. The three Anglican parishes generously donate to
cover the cost of the May service and the members of St.
Andrew’s ACW continue to support this ministry with their
generous donation every year. We are grateful for the
financial support of one of the retirement homes and this
year a generous donation from one of the residents. With
the financial support we receive from so many, our Senior’s
ministry is able to help out at Christmas time by providing
gifts for a number of residents in the long-term care homes
who have no family. This is truly appreciated by the
residents and staff. This year we also gifted fruit trays and
tins of cookies to the staff at the four nursing homes
expressing our appreciation for their care, compassion and
dedication to the residents in their care.

CHARLES AND BOB OFFICIATING AT
CHRISTMAS AT HALLOWELL HOUSE

I am so very grateful for each member of our team, for all those who continue to pray for our
ministry, for the many helping hands who make our special events so much fun and for all
those who help financially. It is with the help of so many that we are able to answer God’s
call to care for the widows, the lonely, the vulnerable and those in need. May God continue
to bless us in our service to Him.
Respectfully submitted, Fran Langlois
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GOOD FRIDAY STATIONS OF THE CROSS

CHILDREN’S STORY AT EASTER SERVICE

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIT SERVICE

ANNE PRESTON SPEAKING ABOUT COUNTY KIDS READ

MINISTERIAL ASSOICATION PENTECOST UNITY SERVICE

JOHN HOPPER VISTING COUNTY KIDS READ
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A Beautiful Find!

335 Main Street, Picton Ontario, K0K 2T0

Website: stmmpicton.ca
Rector: Archdeacon Charles Morris
Phone: (613) 503-0199
Email: charlesmorris78@gmail.com

Parish Secretary: Penny Kitchen,
Phone: (613) 476-3303
Email: stmmpicton@gmail.com

