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St. Mary Magdalene Milestones
Baptism
Anderson Robert Blain
(Grandson of James and Suzanne Wright)

Passings
Jack Caddick
(Correction: Barbara Fraser celebrated her 90th birthday. Congratulations!)

Our Rector’s Message
The first year of the new decade is shaping
up to be an eventful one for our parish, as we
seek to fill two important positions. The first is
that of Musical Director. Late last year
Michael Goodwin announced he will retire at
the end of June. Michael has been with us for
16 years, and he will certainly be missed as he leaves behind very
large shoes to fill. We have begun to publicize the position, and as
the year progresses, we will take steps to identify our aspirations
for a new Musical Director, and process through the applications
we receive.
The second position is that of Assistant Curate, usually shortened
to “Curate.” A Curate is a newly or recently ordained clergyperson
whose role is to assist the Rector while learning the craft of being a
Parish Priest. The role is like an internship for a doctor who has
completed medical school before being licensed to practice, and
generally is for two years.
It is the conviction of many of us that St Mary Magdalene would be
a very good place for a newly ordained person to learn parish
ministry in a rural community. Accordingly, half the Curate’s time
will be spent receiving instruction and guidance from me while
assisting me in all the typical aspects of parish life.
The other half will focus on developing our outreach to youth and
families. For several years we have been developing our Christmas Eve
Family service and the Christmas Stories Songs & Cookies and Food for
Souls & Bodies programmes. Tremendous amounts of time and creative
energy are invested in each of these programmes, and we have reached
the limit of what we can accomplish with the people we have. A Curate

will not single-handedly solve that limitation, but he or she will be an
important additional resource bringing energy and new ideas while
devoting about half time to these efforts. A key objective will be to develop
a new weekly worship format suitable for families and younger people.
There have been no opportunities like this in our diocese for years,
as parishes seldom have the means to employ a Curate. Last year
we were blessed by an anonymous donor with a significant gift
earmarked for outreach. This will provide about half the funds
needed to employ a Curate for two years – the other half will come
from the diocese and other grants.
For both positions we need to find “the right person,” someone with
the needed skills who will be a good fit for our parish family. For the
Musical Director we will rely on advertising and word-of-mouth. For
the Curate I will work closely with Bishop Michael to identify
someone who will enthusiastically embrace this opportunity. If you
would like to help with either of these efforts please let me know,
and in the meantime I encourage you to join me in praying regularly
that God will nudge suitable candidates to consider joining us at St
Mary Magdalene.
Yours faithfully, Charles

Because, as followers of Jesus, we are…
…a loving, welcoming, joyful and caring community,

passionate about outreach
and Christian spiritual development, then …

More than 46 members of
the parish gathered for the
2020 Vestry Meeting on
February 3rd. Following the
delicious potluck lunch and
time of good fellowship, an
informative, and oft-times
humourous, annual meeting
set the stage for an eventful
year ahead.

Our Rector, Charles Morris, led the
Vestry Meeting during which time
John Clarke and Herb Stone were
re-elected Churchwardens with
Kathy Condie, Janet Howes and
Brian Pinkerton as Deputy Churchwardens. Kathy Condie and
Andrew Innes are Delegates to
Synod. Josie Farrar stepped down
from the Parish Advisory Council and
David Green became a new
member.

Charles described our 2019 Annual Reports as a
‘lovely and astonishing account of our working with
and for each other and our community. As we give
blessings to others so we, in turn, receive many
blessings.’
….cont’d

GOOD NEWS …
1. For four years in a row we
have balanced the books at
year’s end! John Clarke
commended parishioners
for their continuing financial
commitment to the life of our
Church.
2. The generous $100,000
donation of an anonymous
parishioner is enabling us to
make an even greater
difference in the lives of
many people of all ages in
our community.
3. We are a growing Parish
with 63 people joining St.
MM in the past five years.
4. We are blessed that
Charles and Joan give so
generously of their time and
talents … for six years!

+1
The congregation is excited
by the expectation of an
Assistant Curate joining our
ministerial team for 2 years
– a sure sign of energy and
life in the parish and support
of the Diocese.

We’re Raising the Roof!
The overwhelmingly favourable
vote to replace the roof with a
shingle-style metal roof this
year at a cost of $120-130,000
launched a formal fundraising
campaign. Stay tuned…

Thank you to …
Kathy Condie for handling a
medical emergency so well,
Fran for her ministry to the
congregation and community,
Joan McBride for all she does,
Michael Goodwin our Musical
Director for 16 wonderful years,
David Gilbert for all his work with
name tags and mail boxes,
Marie Connor for leading the altar
guild,
All the women who work so hard
in the kitchen,
Andrew Innes for his meditation
workshop,
Robert Wilson for leading the
Men’s Prayer Breakfasts,
The choir members for sharing
their talents, and
Charles and Joan for preparing
the PowerPoint slides for the
overhead screens.

Much appreciated!

Check out your knowledge with our
Vestry Quiz on page 7 of The Vine.

This is my centre page

Test your Knowledge of Vestry
Try this True or False quiz. Answers below.
1. The Vestry is a room where the priest puts on vestments when
preparing for a service. T F
2. Years ago Church of England meetings of church members were held
in the Vestry room. T F
3. The Annual Vestry Meeting is the yearly social meeting of church
members. T F
4. To be considered a member of the Anglican Church, a person must
regularly attend worship and receive communion at least three times a
year. T F
5. Members of the Annual Vestry Meeting must be aged 18 years and
older and have regularly attended services with the congregation for at
least three months. T F
6. Each December the list of people eligible to vote is posted on the
bulletin board at the back of the church. T F
7. The responsibilities of the Annual Vestry Meeting, which is an
important part of the governance of our church, are laid out in the rules,
called Canons, which govern our Diocese of Ontario. T F
8. Only Churchwardens and delegates to Synod (the governing body of
our diocese) are elected at the Annual Vestry Meeting. T F
9. Two of the main tasks at the Annual Vestry Meeting are the review
and approval of financial statements for the previous year, and the
approval of a budget for the current year. T F
10. At the Annual Vestry Meeting we receive reports of activities and
ministries from the previous year to celebrate the wonderful things we
have done in the past year. T F
ANSWERS: 1 – True 2 - True 3 – False (business meeting) 4 – True 5 – False
(16 years) 6 – True 7 – True 8 – False (also Parish Advisory Council members)
9 – True 10 – True [Information kindly provided by our Rector Charles.]

A Page from Our History
‘One couldn’t help mention the Lenten breakfasts where a faithful group
met every week and Jimmy Bird became known as the Peanut Butter
Man because of his constant menu.’ From ‘Memories of the Parish of Picton
October ’64 – July ’67’ by Rev. D. P. Burns during 150th Anniversary Year 1973.

COMING EVENTS

Mark your calendar for our not-to-be-missed

Annual Pancake Supper
Shrove Tuesday, February 25
5 – 6:30 p.m. Parish Hall
$8 /person or $20/family-type group

All Welcome! Bring a Friend!

No February Food for Souls and Bodies.
Join us at the Pancake Supper.
More food, fun and friendship on March 24, 5-7 p.m.

St. Mary Magdalene Easter Services
listed on the back cover of The Vine.
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Opening Ourselves to God’s Presence
Psychiatrist Thomas Szasz famously remarked, “If you talk to
God, you are praying. If God talks to you, you have
schizophrenia”. While this may sound like a jibe at prayer, he was
really making a point about our attitude to mental illness. It is true
that we spend a lot of time talking to, or at, God, and not as much
time listening. We're grateful, or repentant, or indignant, or in need
of help, and the words flow through our minds even when we don't
say them aloud. Inner silence can be hard to achieve, and how can
God speak to us if we won't shut up?

Andrew Innes

Andrew Innes has been taking us on a path out of
the torrent of our own words through the form of
Christian meditation known as Centering Prayer.
The “centre” here, the focus, isn't us and our needs
but openness to the presence of God. Or, for
beginners, at least be willing to be open to the
presence of God.

On the four Wednesdays of Advent, Andrew held a workshop where
he talked about what meditation does for him. The sessions
included videos of talks by Gail Fitzpatrick-Hopler and Father Carl
Arico of Contemplative Outreach. These explained the underlying
principles and demystified the method, which “consists in letting go
of every kind of thought during prayer, even the most devout
thoughts.” This seems counter-intuitive. Aren't devout thoughts a
good thing in prayer? They are, just not in this particular kind of
prayer. Meditation doesn't replace the kinds of prayer we're familiar
with. It is perhaps to be viewed as a companion to traditional prayer.
If you missed the workshops,
why not come on a Tuesday
afternoon at 3:30 and try
sitting in silence with other
people who are also trying
to be open to the presence
of God?
- Elizabeth Cowan

Meditation Time in the Chapel

Editor’s Note: Andrew Innes’ quote, ‘Through Meditation, we begin to see the
world through the lens of Love’ inspired the centrefold of this edition of The Vine.

⚫ the
From
MM Bulletin
From
St.the
MMSt.
Bulletin
BoardBoard ⚫

.

David Hawkins is a retired
Anglican priest who moved
here from Wellington and
joined St Mary Magdalene
Shown here in December is
Charles installing him as an
Honorary Assistant and
presenting his license from
the Bishop.

reminds you that

SMALL CHANGES
can make a

LASTING IMPACT!
Contact Joan McBride if
you wish to make a
donation to beautify
the church altar and
remember a loved one
with memorial flowers.

Worship Services
Sunday
Tuesday
Wednesday

9:00 and 10:30 a.m.
3:30 p.m. Meditation and Silent Prayer
10:00 a.m. followed by Bible Study

Coming Events (See more details inside)
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper - February 25, 5 – 6:30 p.m.
Food for Souls & Bodies – No February event; resumes March 24
at the usual time of 5:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Ash Wednesday Service - February 26, 10:30 a.m. (Note time)
Lenten Series – Wednesdays March 4 to April 1, 10:30 to noon
Schola Magdalena (www.scholamagdalena.ca) performance of
medieval music, March 28, 10:30 a.m. service
Palm Sunday – April 5, 10:30 a.m. (Note: one service only)
Maundy Thursday – April 9, 7:00 p.m.
Good Friday 11:00 – noon (Stations of the Cross to follow)
Easter Sunday – April 12, 10:30 a.m. (Note: one service only)

Ongoing Events
Men’s Prayer Breakfast: 8:00 a.m. last Friday of the month
Magdalenas’ Potluck Lunch: Parish women meet at 12 noon in
Parish Hall for a potluck lunch, last Friday of the month
Food Bank Sunday: First Sunday of the month; non-perishable
food items including pet food, and/or toiletries
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